Please see in this documdtdgrmer Frog's letter to Snohomish County regarding the restoration
and conservation efforts happening at Paradise Farm, also known as The Lloyd Family Estate,
located off the trailhead in the Paradise Valley Conservation A3eaause you are considerad

Friend of Paradise Vallegonservation Areayou are receiving this document to update you on

our progress over the past five years. We appreciate your efforts on behalf of conservation,
sustainable farming, and our future generations.

Please feel fre reach out to mi you have any questiorm would like to share ideas with.us
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ZsafiaPasztor
Founder CeExecutive Director

Farmer Frog
zsofia@farmerfrog.org
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The Honorable Dave Somers
SnohomistCountyExecutive

3000 Rockefeller Avenue M/S 407
Everett, WA 98201

November 72019

Dear Executive Somers:

FARMER FROG (Foundation for Sustainable Community DBA Farmer Froeg2202828,a
501(c)3 nonprofit)s writing to you today to

1) provide a summary of theurrent state of affairs at Paradise Farm, Paradise Valley
Conservation Are@PVCA) as required by the 2004 PVCA Adaptive Management, Rlzoh

2) to ask for Snohomish County to honor its agreement with the Lloyd Famiynsure that the

Lloyd Family Famsteadproperty be retained foreveritsopen s pace and hi st or i
As part of the sales agreemeifiibavey and Elizabeth established.#fe Estat®on 3tacres of

the property where their family home, barn, and farm buildings are loc42804, Paradise

Valley Conservation Area Adaptive Management Plan, pp 2).

FARMER FROG

Since 2009 Farmer Froghas provided programs that support people of all ages from diverse
cultures, backgrounds, needs and living conditions by providing equal access to healthy, nutritious,
safe and affordable food produced within their own communities while natural ecosgstéms
wildlife habitats are protectedVe help build and maintain edible school gardens and we teach
educators how to use these spaces as outdoor classrooms.

Handson STEM education is often expensive or focused on machines and technology without
connectingt with the natural environment. Farmer Frog is changing this by enabling everyone to
experience all school subje@sRobotics, English, Math, History, Art and mérén these garden

spaces right where they are, in school every day. During the past tsrwediave developed
several programs and established a vast network of partnerships. Today Farmer Frog serves over
25,000 people and runs-P2 sites depending on the season.

Farmer Frogbés Mission i s: SproutingunByiandpl e Ch
nurturing habitat for all living things through real food



We accomplish these goals by:

1 Practicing yearound intense urban and smsdlale agriculture

9 Utilizing regenerativgpermaculture and season extender technolegi@®due 365 days

a year

1 Connecting betteoff households with members in the communitho are overcoming
deep running societal barriers yet are the future leaders of our world.
Providing curriculum to teachers and schools and traitaitige interested public
Repurposing underutilized sites, materials and resaurces
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Our Work Impacts Communities Every Day

Immense
capacity

45 Acres;

28 Tons of food

25,000+
People

18+
12 ocations

Soel
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Served now

Far mer gewirgdgdthmiques help to restore urband rural ecosystemsby turning
underutilized spaceasto environmentally soundood producing farms and gardernghese edible
gathering spacdsed people who otherwise would not have the meaaisility to eat fresh healthy
food. We involvepeopleandco-learn with them tdridge social gag between different groups by
literally bringingeveryoneo the table to ¢a



The Lloyd family immigrated from Walesand beganooking to homesteadh Washington
Territory somewhere ithe 1870806. The arehecamecalled Maltby, which means settlement in
Welsh. The Lloyd Family Estatewhich washomesteadetyy the family during the 1880s and
officially grantedto James and Eliza Lloysh 1898, was purchased 2000from Davey, Jessie
and Elizabeth Lloyd. The Lloyd family raised an average of 25 @attlés0 sheep a year, pasturing
their farm aninals east of Paradise Lake road across ftheir large log cabin, barns, and
equipment storage buildingé/henFarmer Frogassumed the lease in 2017, the homestead was
re-namedo Paradise Farm as it is Paradise on Earth.

Paradise Farm Iscatedin the reart of the Paradise Valley Conservation ARYCA), a beautiful

663.31 acre site witlibundant forest areas, wetlands, and free flowing streams. A significant
portion of theheadwaters of the Bear Creek watershed is located on site. That watyistiesadl

which includes Cottage Lake Creek and many other tributaries, has one of the most productive
salmon streams in the Sammamish River System.

Since 2014, Farmer Frog hasen working hard to restore the faandadd new modern and smart
infrastructure Farmer Frodnas been giving all we have to this project and we are now asking the
community and our local leaders to meet us on this journey and help us with the necessary funding
to preserethis historic farm andiodiverse habitaiSites like this areare anymore and contribute
irreplaceable attributes to our world locally and globally. We are privileged to have something this
special right here in our community.
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PARADISE FARM: THE PAST FIVE YEARS

1. Fall of 2014

Farmer Frodirst saw thel loyd Estatein the middle of November 2014he County had
called several local farm operations to view the site and make a proposal for leasing the
land in order to keep it in educational farming use.

The site was mostly blackberries, scotch broom, Engliflly aath acresof random piles

of farming equipment and garbagmder all the weeds. The buildings were in great
disrepairandwe could not even tell if all the posts and important structural parts were
fact, there.

Theother farm operatorgft without much conversation because it was very dlegithe
farm was not a place for tillingow cropping or any type of producti@mytime soon.
Farmer Frog, however, felt it was a diamond in the roughstaieed and checked it all out.

Our team recognizetthat our connections to the local schools and colleges, our work with
habitat restoration, rain garden development and stormwater management work as well as
our educational curriculum would be able to fill the space with full time programming once

it was enovated and completed.

After the meet i ngrotdupra @page pFoposaf anskibmittedat o
Snohomish County Park& Recreation We proposed toestablishFar mer Frogéb
headquarters at this locatictreatng a living breathing farming ediationcenter for the
community.

Farmer Frogbdbs vVvision at Paradise was to no
the site as an educational farm, but to also utiliz& &intury sustainable agriculture
techniques in our farming practicesandénon t he | andscapeds South
which goes back at least 15 millennia.
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2. 2015

FARM;R FR\\N

Our proposal was accepteahd we began volunteering at the farm as a temporary-clean
up crew. Thefirst communitymeetingat the farmwasFebruary 232015 where ove60
people came to see whair plans wereThe family membershared theigreatest concern
was that the structures on the sitere preserved and repaired.

At Farmer Frog weiook this concern to heart. Many of our team members are registered
Tribal members and a large portion of our team are refugees and immigoamtheir
indigenous nationg heyrespecthe thousands of yean$ history of the South Coast Salish
Tribesin theParadise Valley area.

Descendants of the homesteaders told us thatalyd Family chose this spot because they
found no permanent Native village heHowever,what they did not realize is that the
forestis considered to be a sacred gathering@landis used as ceremonial ground by
Coastal Salish Tribe3.o this day, fi warring Tribes neet in the Paradise Valley ardeey
seek to create peace and halifertogether.

At that meeting w promise we would help the County with siteepais and restring the

structures as best as we cHiowever, Farmer Frog also committedrivodudng modern

and smart technologies for the 21st century and beyddd feel that this is in keeping

with the spirit of the LI oy dtleygstilllivetdt emandi on a
farmed the land today. As we work the site, Farmer Fesgectshe historical significance

of every single thing we find at the farm.

In May Farmer Frodprought in 60 goat® eat away the weed cover and expose the debris
soit couldberemoveal. Week after week, volunteer group after volunteer growgpywere
cleaning the farm and the old buildings

We soon realized that the farm was a favorite strolling spot for local wildlife. Bears,
bobcats, coyotes and smaller critters alidptneir visit to us regularly, quietly and
curiously We felt it was important that we protect theyfindinga way to grow our crops
without these critters destroying our plants or killing our livestock

We reached out to Jane Hutchinsamo was working with Western Wildlife Outreach
their researcher on Bear Smémtcause of our shared understanding about the importance
of urban and suburban wildlife habitat.






